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mind. He can not discriminate between permitted testimony and 
reliable evidence. Every thing stated in the court-room during 
the trial, and not unfrequently there is much hearsay evidence 
and applause uttered in the court-room, influences the jury. 
Time and again has it happened in Illinois that a man has had 
himself chosen as a juror to spite relatives of the insane by finding 
the alleged lunatic sane. But is there no ground for the public 
opinion that some safeguard for the safety of the same or those 
recovered from insanity is required ? It cannot be denied that 
at least one person recovered from insanity has been detained too 
long in a hospital for the insane. The remedy for this and for 
supposedly improper commitments lies not in throwing obstacles 
in the way of the commitment of the insane, but in supervision 
of the inmates of hospitals for the insane. That this would be 
unobjectionable to superintendents who have the interests of their 
patients at heart is shown by the requests of more than one of 
these gentlemen for an advisory board to whom he can refer 
cases whose recovery requires, in his opinion, to be tested, and 
whose opinion would be final. These boards must, however, not 
be constituted, like some of the present boards, of one alienist 
sandwiched in with an unlimited quantity of medical politicians 
who neither know nor care any thing about psychiatry. 

AMERICANO-PHILISM IN ENGLISH ALIENISTS. 

That scientists should be scientists first and patriots second 
cannot be denied, still every American feels gratified on hearing 
that American scientific results are appreciated abroad. If such 
appreciation, however, have no proper foundation, gratification 
becomes disgust. English visitors to the United States have a 
great tendency to admire the scientific achievements of such 
Americans as have treated them with personal courtesy. Others, 
forgetting that the United States is a nation made up of communi¬ 
ties the laws of which differ markedly, praise American legal pro¬ 
cedure as being the quintessence of legal wisdom. Dr. Bucknill, 
for example, has recently shown astonishing tendencies in this 
direction. Deceived in respect to the amount of restraint used 
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in one American asylum, he became so enthusiastic over the patho¬ 
logical work done in that institution that he actually blamed Dr. 
Luys for not quoting from Mr. Deecke what the latter never 
wrote nor claimed to write : contributions to cerebral anatomy. 
Unthinking praise of non-existent American scientific labors 
throws a stigma on American scientific results of real value, and 
is, therefore, from an American nativistic stand-point, much to be 
deprecated. A recent eulogistic statement of Dr. Bucknill shows 
an ignorance of the status of American forensic psychiatry which 
is hardly credible. The following resolution was offered at the 
Metropolitan Counties’ Branch of the British Medical Associa¬ 
tion : Resolved ., “ That persons charged with crime respecting 
whom there is any suspicion of insanity shall be examined, at the 
expense of the Treasury, by three medical men—namely, the prison 
surgeon, the superintendent of the asylum in the neighborhood, 
and a medical man of repute practising in the vicinity,—and 
their joint report handed to the counsel for the prosecution.” Dr. 
Bucknill was not able to support the resolution. He thought the 
course pursued in the United States was preferable. What course 
does Dr. Bucknill mean ? for that pursued differs not only in 
every State, but sometimes in the same State. In New York the 
question as to whether a prisoner is insane just before or at the 
time of trial may, at his counsel’s option, be determined by a 
commission; in case this commission find him insane he is sent to 
a hospital for the insane, there to await recovery, whereupon he 
stands his trial. In California the insanity is tried as a special 
issue, and if the prisoner be found insane he is committed to a 
hospital for the insane, further and no legal proceedings occur. 
That one of these procedures may have been in Dr. Bucknill’s 
mind is possible, but if so, why refer to them in such an indefinite 
manner ? Certainly the procedures under which admitted lunatics 
have been hung in New Jersey and Kentucky were also adopted 
in the United States. If American legal procedures in psychi¬ 
atrical matters are worthy of praise at all, the praise would be 
most appreciated from those who are possessed of and exercise 
proper powers of discrimination. 



